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Food products from uninfected localities in China to be certified. 

[Telegram.] 

Washington, D. C, December 8, 1900. 

Certify food products originating uninfected localities. 

Wyman. 
Kerr, American Consulate, Hongkong. 

[Telegram.] 

Hongkong, December 9, 1900. 
Am certifying ships' papers in compliance with your orders. 

Kerr. 
Wyman, Washington. 

Vessels from Cuban, Mexican, and Central American ports inspected at 
Reedy Island Quarantine. 

Eeedy Island Quarantine, 
Via Port Penn, Del., December 9, 1900. 
Sir : I have the honor to report that the following vessels from Cuban, 
Mexican, and Central American ports were inspected at this station 
during the week ended December 8, 1900 : 

December 4, 1900, steamship Grayfield, from Daiquiri, with iron 
ore ; no passengers ; bill of health signed by Acting Asst. Surg. Juan 
J. de Jongh. December 8, 1900, steamship Transit, from Havana, with 
logwood from Port de Paix, via Inagua ; no passengers ; bill of health 
signed by Surg. A. H. Glennan. 

Respectfully, T. F. Richardson, 

Assistant Surgeon, 77. 8. M. H. 8., In Command. 

Arrival at Baltimore of vessels from West Indian ports. 

Baltimore, Md., December 15, 1900. 
Sir : I have to report the following-named vessels as having entered 
at this port during the week ended this day, from the ports named : 
December 11, British steamship Jessica, from Santiago de Cuba, with 
ore. 

Respectfully, A. Lincoln Dryden, 

Special Deputy Collector. 

Reports from the Mexican border. 

Eagle Pass, Tex., December 10, 1900 — Concerning the rumor of yellow 
fever. — I have the honor to invite your attention to Bureau letter of 
5th instant, initials E. B. S., relative to the article seen in the Medi- 
cal News of December 1, 1900, to the effect that yellow fever is now 
existing in the Republic of Mexico, 15 miles from the Texas border. I 
desire to state that I have no knowledge whatever of the existence of 
said disease in the place named and, furthermore, consider the report 
as a rumor only, for certainly no disease of the type mentioned is any- 
where near this port. Is it possible to secure any information which 
might lead to the location of the spot or place in Mexico where the 
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disease is reported to be? If yellow fever is anywhere near here I 
would be glad to hunt it up and keep it out of the district over which 
I am now presiding. 

Lea Hxjme, 
Sanitary Inspector, U. 8. M. H. 8. 

El Paso, Tex., December 8, 1900 — Inspection service. — I have the honor 
to transmit the following summary of work at this station for the week 
ended December 8, 1900 : Inspection Mexican Central Railroad passen- 
gers, 189 ; inspection Rio Grande and Pacific passengers, 36 ; inspection 
Mexican immigrants, 43; disinfection of clothing, bedding, etc., of 
immigrants, 30 bundles ; disinfection of imported soiled linen for laun- 
dry, 357 pieces; disinfection of Pullman sleeper soiled linen, 3,555 
pieces ; vaccination of immigrants and their children, 11. 

E. Alexander, 
Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. S. 

Laredo, Tex., December 7, 1900 — Inspection service. — I have the honor 
to submit inspection report for week ended December 1, 1900: Number 
of passenger trains from Mexico inspected and entered, 14; persons on 
passenger trains inspected and allowed entry, 643. 

Laredo, Tex., December 10, 1900 — Inspection service. — I have the honor 
to submit the following summary of inspection for week ended Decem- 
ber 8, 1900 : Number of passenger trains entering from Mexico inspected 
and allowed entry, 14 ; persous inspected and allowed entry on passen- 
ger trains from Mexico, 491 ; all Pullman Company sleeping-car linen 
was disinfected with formaldehyd. 

Laredo, Tex. — Inspection service from, June SO to November 1, 1900. — 
In compliance with latter part of your telegram dated October 24, 1900, 
I have the honor to transmit the following report of transaction during 
the period from June 30 to November 1, 1900 : Total number of passen- 
ger trains arriving from Mexico inspected, 246 ; total number of per- 
sons arriving on trains inspected, 7,953; total number of persons 
inspected on trains and detained, 68 ; pieces of baggage opened and 
disinfected with formaldehyd gas, 57 ; immigrants vaccinated on inspec- 
tion, 141 ; persons detained or refused entry at international foot and 
tramway bridge, 38. 

H. J. Hamilton, 
Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. 8. 

Laredo, Tex., December 12, 1900 — Concerning report of yellow fever near 
the Mexican border. — Your letter of December 5, 1900, received, inclosing 
the very indefinite statement in the news columns of the Medical News 
of December 1, relative to yellow fever near the Mexican border. It 
should be known that the Rio Grande forms the Texas boundary with 
Mexico for over 1,000 miles of its course, and the statement should have 
designated at least within 100 or 200 miles of the place infected. 

I spoke to a prominent Mexican ranchman, who practically owns all 
the land from a few miles on the border to 25 miles toward the interior 
" of Mexico, along the line of travel entering at Laredo, Tex. He makes 
a positive statement that there could be no possibility of yellow fever 
on any of his ranches without his knowledge, and that it does not exist. 
I have interviewed persons from Mier, Mexico, where they had an 
epidemic of yellow fever in 1882, and they all state that yellow fever 
has not existed in their neighborhood since 1882. Also persons from 
Guerrero, Mexico, and Columbia give the same statement as to non- 
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existence this year of yellow fever near said cities. This includes about 
200 miles of border which is positively known to be free of infection. 

I have heard of no yellow fever being closer to the Texas border than 
at Tampico, Mexico, which is over 250 miles from the frontier — that is, 
during this year. If yellow fever exists near the Texas border it would 
be more than probable along some line of travel, either rail or mail 
route. I am satisfied it does not exist along the Mexican National 
Railroad ; also that it does not exist along the mail and stage route 
between Mier and Nueva Laredo, Mexico, which includes Guerrero, 
Mexico, also the mail route between Columbia and Nueva Laredo, Mexico, 
is clean. It may be possible that yellow fever exists on the Mexican Gulf 
coast, near the Texas border, but I am confident it does not exist in any 
place of size on the border. I personally look over the Spanish daily 
papers published in Mexico, more especially those published on or near 
the Texas frontier, to obtain news of contagious diseases existing at any 
point which might endanger communication with the United States, 
and, during this year, yellow fever has not been claimed to exist north 
of Tampico, Mexico. 

Dr. Comb, of Brownsville, Tex., would probably know if yellow fever 
existed near Matamoras, Mexico, or near frontier on Mexican Gulf coast. 

H. J. Hamilton, 
Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. M. 8. 

Statistical reports of States and cities of the United States — Yearly and monthly. 

California — Los Angeles. — Month of November, 1900. Census pop- 
ulation of 1900, 102,479. Total number of deaths, 134, including 
diphtheria, 2; enteric fever, 6; scarlet fever, 2, and 32 from phthisis 
pulmonalis. 

Oakland. — Month of November, 1900. Estimated population, 75,000. 
Total number of deaths, 86, including measles, 1, and 18 from 
tuberculosis. 

Sacramento. — Month of November, 1900. Estimated population, 
30,000. Total number of deaths, 39, including enteric fever, 1, and 7 
from phthisis pulmonalis. 

Connecticut — Bridgeport. — Month of November, 1900. Estimated 
population, 71,000. Total number of deaths, 86, including diphtheria, 
2, scarlet fever, 1, and 8 from tuberculosis. 

Louisiana — New Orleans. — Month of November, 1900. Estimated 
population, 300,000— white, 210,000; colored, 90,000. Total number 
of deaths, 541 — white, 342; colored, 199 — including diphtheria, 4; 
enteric fever, 5 ; scarlet fever, 3 ; smallpox, 1, and 81 from tuberculosis. 

Maryland — Baltimore. — Month of November, 1900. Estimated 
population, 541,000— white, 463,000; colored, 78,000. Total number 
of deaths, 782 — white, 595; colored, 187 — including diphtheria, 34; 
enteric fever, 15 ; scarlet fever, 2 ; whooping cough, 5, and 109 from 
tuberculosis. 

Massachusetts— Fitchburg. — Month of November, 1900. Estimated 
population, 31,531. Total number of deaths, 33, including diphtheria, 3 ; 
enteric fever, 2, and 2 from phthisis pulmonalis. 



